
Appendix P 
 

Definitions of Disability 
 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms section 15(1) 
 
Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the 
equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in 
particular, without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, 
colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.  

 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms section 1 
 

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the rights and 
freedoms set out in it subject only to such reasonable limits as can be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society.  

 
 
The New Brunswick Human Rights Act 1985, c.30, c.1. 
 
Definitions:  
 

"mental disability" means 
 

(a) any condition of mental retardation or impairment, 
 
(b) any learning disability, or dysfunction in one or more of the mental 
processes involved in the comprehension or use of symbols or spoken 
language, or 
 
(c) any mental disorder; 

 
 

"physical disability" means  
 
any degree of disability, infirmity, malformation or disfigurement of a physical 
nature caused by bodily injury, illness or birth defect and, without limiting the 
generality of the foregoing, includes any disability resulting from any degree of 
paralysis or from diabetes mellitus, epilepsy, amputation, lack of physical co-
ordination, blindness or visual impediment, deafness or hearing impediment, 
muteness or speech impediment, or physical reliance on a guide dog or on a 
wheelchair, cane, crutch or other remedial device or appliance; 
 

 


